ADA & ABA Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings & Facilities
(Published in the Federal Register July 23, 2004 and amended August 5, 2005.)

205 Operable Parts

205.1 General. Operable parts on accessible elements, accessible routes, and in
accessible rooms and spaces shall comply with 309.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. Operable parts that are intended for use only by service or maintenance
personnel shall not be required to comply with 309.

309.4 Operation. Operable parts shall be operable with one hand and shall not
require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting of the wrist. The force required to
activate operable parts shall be 5 pounds maximum.

EXCEPTION: Gas pump nozzles shall not be required to provide operable parts that have an
activating force of 5 pounds maximum.

308.2 Forward Reach.

308.2.1 Unobstructed. Where a forward reach is unobstructed, the high forward
reach shall be 48 inches maximum and the low forward reach shall be 15 inches
minimum above the finish floor or ground.

308.3 Side Reach.

308.3.1 Unobstructed. Where a clear floor or ground space allows a parallel
approach to an element and the side reach is unobstructed, the high side reach shall be
48 inches maximum and the low side reach shall be 15 inches minimum above the
finish floor or ground.

EXCEPTIONS:

1. An obstruction is permitted between the clear floor or ground space and the element where
the depth of the obstruction is 10 inches maximum.

2. Operable parts of fuel dispensers is permitted to be 54 inches maximum measured from the
surface of the vehicular way where fuel dispensers are installed on existing curbs.

215 Fire Alarm Systems

215.1 General. Where fire alarm systems provide audible alarm coverage, alarms
shall comply with 215.

EXCEPTION: In existing facilities, visible alarms shall not be required except where an
existing fire alarm system is upgraded or replaced, or a new fire alarm system is installed.



215.3 Employee Work Areas. Where employee work areas have audible alarm
coverage, the wiring system shall be designed so that visible alarms complying with
702 can be integrated into the alarm system.

215.4 Transient Lodging. Guest rooms required to comply with 224.4 shall provide
alarms complying with 702,

224.4 Guest Rooms with Communication Features. In transient lodging facilities,
guest rooms with communication features complying with 806.3 shall be provided in
accordance with Table 224.4.

806.3.1 Alarms. Where emergency warning systems are provided, alarms complying
with 702 shall be provided.

Table 224.4 Guest Rooms with Communication Features
TOTAL GUEST ROOMS ROOMS REQUIRING FEATURES

1to 25 2
26 to 50 4
51 to 75 7
76 to 100 9
101 to 150 12
151 to 200 14
201 to 300 17
301 to 400 20
401 to 500 22
501 to 1000 5% of the total
1001 and over 50 plus 3 for each 100 over 1000

215.5 Residential Facilities. Where provided in residential dwelling units required to
comply with 809.5, alarms shall comply with 702.

702 Fire Alarm Systems

702.1 General. Fire alarm systems shall have permanently installed audible and
visible alarms complying with NFPA 72 (1999 or 2002 edition) (incorporated by
reference, see "Referenced Standards" in Chapter 1), except that the maximum
allowable sound level of audible notification appliances complying with section 4-
3.2.1 of NFPA 72 (1999 edition) shall have a sound level no more than 110 dB at the
minimum hearing distance from the audible appliance. In addition, alarms in guest
rooms required to provide communication features shall comply with sections 4-3
and 4-4 of NFPA 72 (1999 edition) or sections 7.4 and 7.5 of NFPA 72 (2002
edition).

EXCEPTION: Fire alarm systems in medical care facilities are permitted to be provided in
accordance with industry practice.



809.5.1 Building Fire Alarm System. Where a building fire alarm system is
provided, the system wiring shall be extended to a point within the residential
dwelling unit in the vicinity of the residential dwelling unit smoke detection system.

809.5.1.1 Alarm Appliances. Where alarm appliances are provided within a
residential dwelling unit as part of the building fire alarm system, they shall comply
with 702.

809.5.1.2 Activation. All visible alarm appliances provided within the residential
dwelling unit for building fire alarm notification shall be activated upon activation of
the building fire alarm in the portion of the building containing the residential
dwelling unit.

809.5.2 Residential Dwelling Unit Smoke Detection System. Residential dwelling
unit smoke detection systems shall comply with NFPA 72 (1999 or 2002 edition)
(incorporated by reference, see "Referenced Standards" in Chapter 1).

809.5.2.2 Activation. All visible alarm appliances provided within the residential
dwelling unit for smoke detection notification shall be activated upon smoke
detection.

809.5.3 Interconnection. The same visible alarm appliances are permitted to provide
notification of residential dwelling unit smoke detection and building fire alarm
activation.

809.5.4 Prohibited Use. Visible alarm appliances used to indicate residential
dwelling unit smoke detection or building fire alarm activation shall not be used for
any other purpose within the residential dwelling unit.



